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First High Altitude
Symposium

The Elevation of Wine: The First
International High Altitude Viti-
cultural and Winemaking Sympo-
sium was held on June 14, 2007, at
Snows Lake Vineyard in Lake Coun-
ty, California. Such topics as the
effects of elevation on winegrape
growth, physiology, fruit and wine
composition, vineyard management
and winemaking practices have not
been widely investigated, and the
symposium was designed to bring
together viticulturists, winemakers
and journalists from four continents
to define high altitude, share viticul-
tural and winemaking experiences,
compare wines of high altitudes
from around the world, and lay out

an integrated vision for future re-
search into the effects of high alti-
tudes on winegrapes and wines.

The symposium was the out-
growth of interest in mountain viti-
culture in Lake County, which has
the largest concentration of high al-
titude vineyards in California, with
vineyards ranging from 900 feet to
3,000 feet in elevation. With new
plantings and winery projects start-
ing up over the last 15 years, mem-
bers of the Lake County Winegrape
Commission began discussing the
possibility of a symposium three or
four years ago and made the deci-
sion to fund it with the Commission
and a dozen wineries and vineyards
sponsoring it.

In his opening remarks, Peter Mol-
ner of Obsidian Ridge Vineyard and
the symposium chair, said, “We're
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here out of curiosity. We starting
doing research, talking to people,
talking among ourselves, and real-
ized there wasn’t much research
[that] had been done, so we're here
to ask people to help lead us in this
direction. ... Many of us have been
growing fruit in the mountains. And
I think anybody who lives in the
mountains and grows fruit in the
mountains realized something is
different — the light is different, the
air is different, the wine is different,
the grapes are different. Let's find
out today what is exactly different.”

While the symposium obviously
focused on high altitude climate
and terroir, many growers and
winemakers east of the Rockies
could relate to their problems with
such issues as low winter tempera-
tures, spring frosts or diseases and
insects. None of the speakers came
from the East, but what they had to
say would have been of interest to
many Easterners.

The keynote address was given by
Randle Johnson, consulting wine-
maker at Hess Collection Winery
in Napa and Director of Winemak-
ing at Columé Winery in Argentina,
the latter being the world’s highest
vineyard at 9,900 feet.

The morning session featured
two papers under the heading “The
Terroir of High Altitude,” one by
Dr. Gregory Jones of Southern Or-
egon University, and the other by
Leo McCloskey, president and co-
founder of Enologix, Inc. Panel dis-






